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a aia S08 00 sre new atvencias the whoie o¢ 
their rightupen us. There is, however, another and 
srs | Serato et explanation. Heavy firing lias thi, 
eee en Sens ee Re AMeDbor- 

‘ and Leetown. It is known 

‘let tame mgt omic from Ponren’s 
™ | Capa sent over te Potomac from Sharpsburgh 
Pognts..! rapid canoneding doubtless means 
-between his forces and that of the 

|S the vicinities above indicated. If, there- 
arene be hardly pressed, he knows by cour- 


made yesterday from Harper’s 
h gs steps mead and the occupation of thistown 
| by our troops last night. I shall not repeat what you 
alrendy know, but shal) seek what other details may 
be of interest. ‘I. did not go aut with the reconnoiter- 
ing expedition itself, but joined the Staff of Gen. Mo- 
Ciziiam, which started from headquarters in Pleas- 
ot ee nnn A.M, yesterday. Proceediog up 
the headquarters of Ged, Covca, (commanding 
7 gan capars hl Bolivar Heights, a halt of 
an hour of so was made, and when we started anew, 
Gen. Coven joined Gen. MoCimian and the party. 
at a rapid trotout to Halltown, the halt 
and survev of the ground here, which I have already 
mentioned, was made; and when, retaking the road, 
we advanced on to Chariestown, it was between 2 and 
3e’clock in the afternoon when we reached that place: 
Here MoCizizan and Coven were joined by Frrs-Joun 
Ponraa, and the three Major-Generals held a consulta- 
"| eect tal wo important events. 
artillery duel, which took place this side of 
Charlestown + morning,was allover when we 
"| arrived. ‘The rebel cavalry and artillery had been driv- 
: through 


press 

heed bent warily ge ses ck musket ready for its 
‘work... Half-way out, puffs of smoke go up from the 
edge ofthe woods beyond ; there is the crack of a 


dozen carbines, and skirting the forest we see, faintly 


e—clearly through the glass—the rebel 
§. moving about. Our skirmishers ad- 
oon nay they reach the woods, 
hidden: from view—the rebel pickets 
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Wat naar ee 
calm whatever comes along. Confederate scrip, o! 
par ~onipticnchabpir, Spi in 54 bellies or grey backs 
—they receive with equal equanimity. rn i te 
nullo discrimine is their motto. Mean 
needy Kuifegrinder, they have no slory to 


of wounded hopes and blasted prospects. wae, 


party preys upon them and takes their 
possessions. Do you expect very much “ 
sentiment” under such circumstances? I could 
find it. The only approach to it that came under my 
Obsersation was a longing for the good things they 
Thad before the war ; and the conclave of old eur- 
“mudgeons I have already mentioned, kept all even- 
ing singing @ plaintive Jeremiad over those idyllic 
sp ona 


and 


were plentiful and’ mint juleps did 


6 is mot s drop of liquor of any kind in the 
_ For the rest, there is a universal desire for 
—adeep disgust with the war, and an intense 

v the thing “finished up somehow or 


Sk Bes aaa 


r. id 
. —- 





| Cunem, - 





i a rliged I Pye pita m* of Gils. 
pee ee y have made of alt 
Tiere tone tn 


man 


interest. And, indeed, almost all the subjects whom 
it would effect are already gone—elther:*North or 
South. I did moi see half-a dozen malé negroes in 
the whole town—females only. They, also, wil 
probably be crowded southward as the day of libera- 
tion draws nigh. 

I can sum up, in a few words, the amount of infor- 
mation as to the position, &c., of the rebel force, ob- 
tained through this reconnoissance. The force in the 
town was very small indeed—a mere picket guard, in 
fact—consisting of the Richmond Howitzers, (whose 
Captaip, Capt. Surrn, was. killed in the artillery en- 
gagement yesterday,) and the County (Jefferson) Bat- 
tery—in all five pieces. Besides this there waea de. 
tachment of cavalry, (TaaockMonron’s,) numbering in 
Pe three’ or four hundred: Yesterday afternoon, 

shers were thrown out on the Berryville road, 
ri they ascertained that at or near that place were 
the Third, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Virginia 
Cavalry, noinfantry being found whatever. Last even- 
jng also, a squadron of our cavalry, under Capt. Runo» 
went out within five miles of Bunker Hill—driving in 
the e@nemy’s pickets’ the whole distance. It was 
however, the universal testimony of those of the peo! 
ple in whom trust could be put, that the main body of 
qhé. Confederate army is still at Bunker Hill, about 
midway between Martinsburgh and Winchester... Be- 
sides this, it. was positively ascertained that the rail- 
toad. between Winchester and Wadesville : (nine 
miles) is all torn up, as is also the track from Charles- 
town to: Winchester, and they. were about coming up 
to’ carry on the work of destruction between Charles- 
town and Harper’s Ferry when our force arrived. 


‘Now that we have gone, thev will be able to con- 


tinue. the work at pleasure, and the train of 
cars which was rim up from Harper's Ferry to 
Charlestown, yesterday eventng, fe probably the las, 
that will make the traneit for some time. This de. 

struction of the railroads bear out the theory Ihave 
already presented, and to which I still bold: that 
there wiil be no battle north of Winchester, and that 
the rebel army will retreat down the valley whenever 
serious opposition is brought against them, 


‘With present lights I hardly know how to estimate 
this reconnoissance—whether we will to-morrow 
morning return. to Harper’s Ferry, or whether thi, 
spot is destined to be the. scene of important opera. 
tions. The position is splendidly adapted for a 
pitched battle, and we all admire the location of our 
batteries, which have a clean, raking sweep down 
the valleys, all of which argues that they will not 
have a batile here. 

Larez—0 o'clock P. M.—As I go to send this by mes- 
senger to Harper’s Ferry, the impression is that there 
will be no engagement here—certainly none to-night. 
The firing off in the direction of Leetown and Shep- 
erdstown, has now wholly ceased, and HumpPurey’s 
force seems to have retired back instead of coming 
this way. The probability therefore, is, that the whole 
force wi}l to-morrow morning return to Harper's Fer- 
ry, the object of the reconnoissance being accom” 
plished, and there being no necessity for our remaining 
here to codperate with others from above. Meanwhile» 
do not overestimate the present reconnoissance, or 
construe it into the forerunner of an immediate ad- 


“yance, for I assure you it has no such significance. 


Ww. 8, 


QUIET ALONG THE LINES. 
LEIS 
SPECIAL DISPATCH FROM FREDERICK, 
Wasurneton, Monday, Oct. 20. 
A special dispatch from Frederick says : 
No news along the line, 
The case of Dr. Moman was continued to-day. Six 
witnesses were examined. The testimony is unfa- 
vorable to the character of his exemptions, 


SUNDAY SENSATION AT HARRISBURGH 

Pauapsursia, Monday, Oct. 20. | 

The Harrisburgh Patriot and Union of this 
morning, says: 

“ as usual, on Sunday, the city was filled with ex 

citing rumors, yesterday, the most important of which 

was the crossing of the Potomac River at Hancock by 


4 alarge rebel force and their repulse by the Union 


troops with considerable slaughter on both sides. 
A dispatch, to ‘this: effect, was received by Gov. 


At thé time of penning this item, however, no dis- 


2 PREIS bee. eeired. ty epeppgraing the 
‘above rumor.” — 


THE WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Operations against the Guerrillas at Island 


Ne. 91, &c, 
a Camo, Monday, Oct. 20, 
: There is nothing from Commerce to-day. 


The officers.of, the steamer Pike, which arrives to- 
night, report having seen @ small band of guerrillas 
‘bat two different points between Smithland and Casey- 
ville. Two thousand rebels are reporied back of the 
latter place, and are only prevented from taking pos. 


session of the town by the presence of two cunboris, 

The steamer Hazel Dell struck @ snag yesterday 
and sank on Smithiand bar. 

The steamer Bugens, from Memphis, brought one 
regiment, with a battery, to Island No, 31, where they 
landed to punish the rebels, who fired into the steam- 
ers Dickey and 
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amend the place, and left him un: a. As 
soon as they leit the place he rode in to our picket 


cna s 


It was soon discovered that the enemy widitlen- & 


Capt. Connon fell back to a plece’of woods, to re- 


Ang, the. train of cars, Which was near the station.) 


ceive the attack he expected the enemy to make ; but | 


the latter, after advancing a short distance, retired’ 
and our party returned to Centreville, arriving this 
morning: 

The whole country between Centreville and the 
Rappahannock is swarming with rebel cavalry and 
scouts, who instantly note and report the slightest 
movement on the part of our forces. 


THE LATE RECONNOISSANCES. 
oe 
Another Reconneiseance in Force by Gen, 
Stahl—Gallant Charge by Majer Knuex inte 
Thoroughfare Gap—A Brief Skirmish— 
The Enemy in Force at Warrenton—One 
Hundred Prisencrs Captured—Loas of a 
Supply Train—A Few Shells are Thrown— 
The Reconmneissauce sd 
Cuan, Seams Hin Oct. sion i 

My last letter to the Times, which was permit- 
ted to pass the lines, from the best information I can 
obtain, was dated at Aidie, Letters wore written by 
me and forwarded from Middlebargh, New-Salem and 
White Plains, but upon returning: to this place, | 
found that.the channel of communication had been 
dammed up by. official and special dicta from Major, 
Gen. Stex1, prohibiting the forwarding of any letters 
whatever written by army correspondents, until after 
the return of Gen. Srant. from the reconnolssance, 
commenced on Wednesday last. As military law i, 
supreme in these parts, of course all persons necessa- 
rily have to submit with as good grace as possible. 

To commence anew the record of the last few 
@ays, Gen, Srany started on Wednesday last with a 
force of cavalry and arliJlery for the purpose of pick 
ing © quarrel with the noted rebel, Gen, Sruasr, wh® 
was known to be af that time moving southward from 
Leesburgh, and east of the Bull Run range of ‘hilis— 
threatening our advanced post at this place. But few’ 
however, seriously anticipated.a formidable attack 
being made, butit. was believed that this threatening 
attitude was assumed to cover other operations unde! 
way within the lines of the enemy. Our troops con 
centrated, Wednesday night at Chaatilly, and op 
Thursday morning advanced to Aldie. It was hoped 
and expected that Sruanr would make an attack 
this point, but for reasons best known to himéelf, he 
declined the challenge to battle and fell bach—to 
where our forces were not prepared to follow. 

That night, near Aldie, the enemy’s vedeties were 
discovered at various points, and there was some 
skirmishing with our pickets, and several mem- 
bers of the Loudon cavalry were captured, In one 
of these affairs the horse of a-noted rebel, named 
Ricuaapson, was shot dead, and Ricuaagpson fell with 


go much violence to the ground that he wastaken up 
for dead, but was found to be only stunned. A num- 
ber of prisoners were also taken here—principally 
bushwhackers, 

Friday morning Gen. Stant advanced toward 
Ashby’s Gap,—passing through Middleburgh, Paris 
and Uppervilie, driving. in the pickets advanced by 
Gen. Hri1’s force—of infantry, cavalry and artillery— 
whieh oceupies the different passes through the 
mountain in this vicinity. From Ricketi’s Cross 
Roads, five miles west of Middleburgh, Gen. Srani, 
at about sunset, Friday evening, took the most direct 
route for New-Salem. The advance, at this time, 
was under Col. Sacxatr, of the Ninth New-York 
Cavalry. He arrived at New-Salem late in the after. 
noon, and atonce made a charge through the princi- 
pal street,—having previously sent sufficient force 
around the place to guard all the roads leading to it. 
Here be captured a number of rebel soldiers on 
picket duty—advanced from Warrenton by the Sec- 
ond North Carolina Cavalry—and a large number of 


sick soldiers—in al) about Gfty persons. They were 


at once 

When Col. Sacuzr? charged into thie town the 
enemy’s picket made a desperate but ineffectual ef. 
fort to escape. One man, more determined than the 
rest, did not yield until after his horse had been 
gom under him and he had attempted to escape by 
taking to the bash. The last word of warning was 
given him by the nearest soldier, when he threw up 
his cap and surrendered. 

After a brief rest, Gen, Sram moved to White 
Plains, where he encamped for the night, <A picke; 
wes thrown forward to Thoroughfare Gap, and a 
small force went to Haymarket to look after a irain 
containing supplies for Gen. Sranu’s command. It 
‘was found and believed to be safe, and would hav® 
heen, had the order of Gen. Stam been carried ou 

patrol the district between Buil Run and Warren 

Unfortunately this order was not 
obeyed, and the consequence was the loss of the 
grain, the particulars of which will be found in the 
proper place, The picket returned for duty in the 
Gap. 

Saturday morning early, this picket was fired upon, 
anda man named Joun N. Baces, of the Ninth New- 
York Cavairy, was seriously woundediin the neck, 
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Thoroughfare Gap is one of the worst places 
aginabie for a wheeled vevicle to. pass 
it was not a matter of wonder tesa 
sons broke down, Not fifteen 
cident, @ rebel, caisson, filled pee picien ae ca 
discovered, which supplied a deficiency that other- 
wise would have been seriously felt. 

After the rebels had been dispersed by Major Kxox 
the rest of the command passed through the Gap with: 
out molestation, except an occasional shot fired by 
some Bushwhacker. 


my out of town foram engagement, but In this he 
was unsuccessfal ; they only being disposed to fight 
unless having all the advantages of posifion. and 
strength of force, 

Here the wildest rumors prevailed as to the fate of 
Gen, Staui’s command, and it was very generally be- 
lieved that he had been cut off. 

During the expedition, there were in all about one 
hundred prisoners captured, twelve horses, and one 
caisson. We lost two horses killed. 

Strong patrols were sent out yesterday to scour the 
country. This was rendered necessary from the fact 
hat the rebel piékets come within two miles of this 
place. At Bristow’s Station the patrol discovered a 
train of cars and asmall rebel cavalry force. They 
will be attended to. to-day. 

THE RECONNOISSANCE TO LEESBURGH. 

At Aldie, on Friday, a force of cavalry under 
Lieut.-Col. Kanes, First New-Jersey Cavairy, lef, 
the main body and passed through Philmont, Snick- 
ersville, Mt. Gilead, &c., to Leesburgh. Some rebei 
pickets were discovered, but no force of the enemy 
js now near either of the places namea. | A rebel force 
was driven in at Stricket’s Gap by Capt: Hamuar, of 
the Ninth New-York, and one company of Wartz’s 


Thursday oon me Yp | 
The siananiaae to which reference was 
made in my last, have arrived, and ep advance will 
be made from this point as soon as the men.and horses 
have had a short rest. Aldie is a little town pleas- 
antly located in a little valley formed by the Bull Run 
range of hills of mountains, and a spur jutting out ftom 
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toJapan, Gen. Assorn, and Gen. Fitz Joun Porrzn 
and. ataff are in the City. 
| Gen. Canny, of New-Mexico, is en route for Wash" 
ington, having left Sante Fé on the 2ist of September- 
ELECTION OF UN! STATES SENATOR’ IN OHIO- 
Those who apprehend that the late Democratic vic” 
tory.in: Ohio. will secure the election of # United 
States Senator from the same party, t6 occtipy the 
seat of bluff old Bax. Wans, will be relieved on learn” 
ato hg Legislature which has this duty to per- 
‘m, Was. chosen last year. 
©“ HORSES AND MULES WANTED. 
The use for mulesin the army is so great. as to be 
with difficulty supplied. Col. Ruckzs advertises for 
two thousand, to be delivered here within twenty 
days. 
| Proposals are also invited for three thousand artil- 
: cures. 6 lery and cavairy horees, the time for their delivery 
| boom issued by the War being also limited to twenty deys. 
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